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MISSOULA-The Department of Political Science at the University of Montana in Missoula, in
collaboration with Montana State University, Bozeman, will offer a master's degree in
public administration (MPA) beginning fall quarter of 1976.

The Board of Regents of

Higher Education approved the inter-unit MPA program at the board's Feb. 6 meeting.
The collaborative program is an experimental approach for reducing duplication of
university system resources and expanding course offerings.

The program includes courses

in public administration at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.
Students enrolling in the program may earn the graduate degree at either UM or MSU.
A total of six required "core courses" will comprise 24 of the 54 credits required
for the degree.

Students can distribute the remaining 30 quarter hours between political

science and nonpolitical science courses.
Besides course work, students will have the opportunity to participate in a "field
practicum" experience in a governmental agency and will be required to write a professional
paper.
The graduate degree in public administration will be offered along with the UM
political science department's existing master of arts degree program in general political
science, which consists of approximately 33 quarter hours of course work, plus a thesis.
Dr. Louis D. Hayes, professor and chairman of political science at UM, said the
graduate degree was designed as a flexible interdisciplinary program to meet students'
varied public service career goals.

The broad-based program is expected to be of special

value to persons interested in public management positions.
- more -
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New political science course offerings in public administration include public
personnel administration, administrative law, state-city-county administration, and
graduate seminars in public management, public finance and organization theory.
Persons desiring more information about the MPA program may contact the UM Department
of Political Science, Room 351, Liberal Arts Building, University of Montana, Missoula,
Mont. 59801, or phone 243-5202.
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